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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This Office action is in response to Amendment filed October 13, 2006, claims 1 
through 21 are pending in the application, claims 12 has been cancelled, and claims 13- 
21 are new. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on October 
13, 2006 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hu 



et al. (USP 6,459,506) in view of Hamilton (USP 6,462,842). 



Application/Control Number: 10/054,390 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2625 

Regarding claim 1, Hu et al. discloses an apparatus (shown in fig 3), which 
manages and organizes the expense information, (any data recorded on a paper, can 
be scanned by scanner 300 of fig 3) comprising; 

a scanner (scanner 300 of fig 3) to scan receipts (320 of fig 3) containing expense 
information, said scanner scanning said receipts to obtain scanned information (scanner 
320); and 

a computer, (computer 302 of fig 3) in connection with the scanner, said computer 
executing (computer 300 of fig 3, connected via interface 316) a software which 
receives said scanned information and which process, (a software or a program loaded 
in computer 302 of fig 3, processes, manage, data scanned by scanner 300, which is 
connected to PC computer through USB interface 316), and organizes saves the 
scanned information including numerical data in the receipts to obtain said expense 
information (document or a memo scanned by scanner 320 of fig 3). 

Although Hu et al., shows a compute (302 of fig 3), with a processor fail 
expressly to teach a software, which processes data information, including numerical 
data. 

Hamilton in the same area of document scanning and a computer program for 
processing and controlling a scanner teaches the software, which processes data 
information, including numerical data, (a computer program or a software source code 
written in C and object code, intended to run a microcontroller, which automatically 
organizes all the information from the scanned bills, which the software contains many 



4 



Application/Control Number: 10/054,390 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2625 

function, controlling or organizing information apparent to those skilled in the art, see 
col.4, lines 10-20). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the scanning and a processing 
apparatus of Hu et al. to include: a software which organizes all the information from 
the scanned bills (document), including numerical values. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified document scanning and processing device of 
Hu et al. by the teaching of Hamilton, for the purpose of increasing data throughput and 
controlling the function of the scanning device, such as information processing, file 
managing, calculating a numerical value and for automatic data entry between scanner 
and computer devices. 

Regarding claim 2, Hu et al. teaches an apparatus (as shown in fig 3 and 4), 
wherein the scanner (300 of fig 1 ) is connected to a computer (computer 302 of fig 1 ) 
through a USB port (USB interface 316 of fig 3) or pass through parallel port and 
wherein the software is stored in the computer, (col.4, lines 52-65). 
Hu et al. does not teach or disclose software is stored in the computer. 
Hamilton in the same area of document scanning and data processing teaches software 
is stored in the computer, (a computer program or a software source code written in C 
and object code, intended to run a microcontroller loaded or stored in to the PC 
processor 102 of fig 1). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the scanning and processing 
apparatus of Hu et al. to include: the unique software program loaded into the program. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified document scanning and processing device of Hu 
et al. by the teaching of Hamilton for the purpose of increasing data throughput and 
controlling the function of the scanning device, such as information processing, and for 
automatic data entry between scanner and computer devices. 

Regarding claim 3, Hu discloses an apparatus (fig 3), where as receipts are being 
scanned (documents or information are being scanned by scanner 300) are being 
scanned, scanned information from the scanned receipts is automatically received by 
the computer and processed and organized by the computer into the expense 
information (documents or information are being scanned by scanner 300 entered into 
the computer 302 of fig 1 through USB interfacel 15 of fig 3). 

Regarding claim 4, Hu et al. does not disclose an apparatus, wherein the 
apparatus is able to process receipts that include grocery receipts, credit card receipts 
or bank statement. 

Hamilton in the same area of document scanning and processing teaches or 
disclose (document or information scanned by scanner entered to a computer program 
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or a software source code written in C and object code, intended to process in 
formation, which a microcontroller loaded in to the PC processor 102 of fig 1). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the scanning and processing 
apparatus of Hu et al. to include: wherein the apparatus is able to process receipts that 
include grocery receipts, credit card receipts or bank statement. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified document scanning and processing device of 
Hu et al. by the teaching of Hamilton for the purpose of increasing data throughput and 
controlling the function of the scanning device, such as information processing, and for 
automatic data entry between scanner and computer devices. 

Regarding claim 5, Hu et al. discloses an apparatus (fig 3), further including a 
display device in communication with said computer, wherein the organized expense 
information is displayed on said display device in tabular form or pie-chart form, or as 
text file (data scanned and entered to the computer 302 of fig 3, can be viewed on the 
display monitor of computer 302 of fig 3, an can be configured in a computer file in a 
way suitable to be managed easily). 

Regarding claim 6, Hu et al. does not disclose an apparatus wherein format of the 
expense information displayed in tabular data formats include income-expense reports, 
expenses versus planned budget, and list of all expenses grouped under various 
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categories, or classifications. 

Hamilton in the same area of document scanning and processing teaches or 
disclose an apparatus wherein the tabular data formats include income-expense 
reports, expenses versus planned budget, and list of all expenses grouped under 
various categories, (data scanned and entered to the computer 150 of fig 8, can be 
viewed on the display monitor of computer 150 of fig 8, in the form of originally intended 
format). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the scanning and processing 
apparatus of Hu et al. to include: apparatus wherein the tabular data formats include 
income-expense reports, expenses versus planned budget, and list of all expenses 
grouped under various categories. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified document scanning and processing device of 
Hu et al. by the teaching of Hamilton for the purpose of increasing data throughput and 
controlling the function of the scanning device, such as information processing, and for 
automatic data entry between scanner and computer devices. 

Regarding claim 7, Hu et al. discloses an apparatus (fig 3), wherein the apparatus 
allows a user to edit the expense information processed from the scanned receipts 
(scanned document and entered to the PC 302 of fig 3, inheritably can be edited). 
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Regarding to claim 8, Hu et al. discloses apparatus (fig 1-4), wherein the 
apparatus is able save the expense information processed from the scanned from the 
receipts in Quicken Interchange Format, allowing the expense information to be 
imported by a financial management program, (document or the information scanned by 
scanner 300 of fig 3, automatically entered and saved to computer (PC) 302 of fig 3, 
and imported for different purpose). 

Regarding to claim 9, Hu et al. teaches an apparatus (fig 3-4), wherein each 
scanned receipt will be turned into an individual transaction, (document scanned and 
entered to computer and can be managed as individual transaction); 

Regarding to claim 10, Hu et al. teaches an apparatus (fig 3-4), wherein the 
multiple items in the receipt will be used to create a "split" transaction with proper 
customizable categories, (plurality of scanned document can be treated and given a 
customized file by the software for handling the file). 

Regarding to claim 1 1 , Hu et al. does not teach, wherein the software allows for 
record keeping, budgeting and reconciliation. 

Hamilton in the same area of document scanning and processing teaches or 
disclose a software the software contains many function, controlling or organizing 
information apparent to those skilled in the art, see col.4, lines 10-20). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the scanning and processing 
apparatus of Hu et al. to include: software allows for record keeping, budgeting and for 
balancing budget. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified document scanning and processing device of 
Hu et al. by the teaching of Hamilton for the purpose of increasing data throughput and 
controlling the function of the scanning device, such as information processing, and for 
automatic data entry between scanner and computer devices. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on 
an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the 
applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of 
paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant 
for patent. 

6. Claims 13-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ching 
(USP 6,533,168). 

With respect to claim 13, Ching teaches an apparatus (fig 2) for managing 
financial information, comprising: a scanner (201 of fig 2a, 103 of fig 1) for scanning 
receipts, (103 of fig 1 or 201 of fig 2a is reading data from receipt 109 of fig 2a) each 



Application/Control Number: 10/054,390 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2625 

said receipt (109 of fig 2a) containing expense information, (receipt 109 of fig 2acontain 
a variety of information including human readable transaction data 107 of fig 2a, col. 9, 
lines 7-10); 

a computer (data processing device 202 of fig 2a a personal computer) in 
communication with said scanner, (scanner 201 of fig 2a) said computer receiving a 
scan of each said receipt, (receipt 109 of fig 2a) and processing said scan by collecting 
the expense information from the scan, (receipt 109 of fig 2acontain a variety of 
information including human readable transaction data 107 of fig 2a, col. 9, lines 7-10); 
and 

a display device (computer display 208 of fig 2a) in communication with said 
computer, (computer 202 of fig 2a, which includes microprocessor 210 of fig 2b) 
wherein said computer organizes said expense information collected from each said 
scan, and displays said organized expense information on said display device, 
(scanned transaction receipt 109, which includes transaction information 107 of fig 2a, 
inputted to the computer 202, for further analysis with a spread sheet software for 
generating human readable expense report, (col. 13, lines 45-60) 

With respect to claim 14, Ching teaches an apparatus (fig 2), wherein said scanner 
is a portablable scanner (103 or 601 of fig 6) able to automatically feed the receipt 
through said scanner while the receipt is being scanned (feed mechanism 602 of fig 6, 
fro feeding receipt to be scanned). 



Application/Control Number: 10/054,390 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2625 

With respect to claim 15, Ching teaches an apparatus (fig 2), wherein the 
apparatus allows a user to edit the expense information collected from the scans of said 
receipts, (scanned transaction receipt 109, which includes transaction information 107 
of fig 2a, inputted to the computer 202, for further analysis with a spread sheet software 
for generating human readable expense report, can be edited as to users preference 
(col.1 3, lines 45-60) 

With respect to claim 16, Ching teaches an apparatus (fig 2), wherein the 
apparatus is able to save the expense information collected from the scans of said 
receipts in Quicken Interchange format, thereby enabling the expense information to be 
imported by a financial management program, (scanned transaction receipt 109, which 
includes transaction information 107 of fig 2a, inputted to the computer 202, for further 
analysis with a spread sheet software for generating human readable expense report, 
(col. 13, lines 45-60) 

With respect to claim 18, Ching teaches an apparatus (fig 2), a method of 
managing expense information collected from receipts, comprising: providing a 
scanner (scanner 201 of fig 2a) for scanning receipts (109 of fig 2a); scanning said 
receipts (201 of fig 2a) using said scanner (201 of fig 2a); 

Providing a computer (personal computer 202 of fig 2a) in communication with 
said scanner (scanner 201 of fig 2a); receiving, by said computer, (202 of fig 2a) a scan 
of each said receipt (107 of fig 2a) scanned by said scanner (201 of fig 2a); collecting 
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automatically, by said computer, expense information contained in the scan of each said 
receipt; organizing said expense information, by said computer, into a tabular form, a 
pie-chart form, or a text file, (scanned transaction receipt 109, which includes 
transaction information 107 of fig 2a, inputted to the computer 202, for further analysis 
with a spread sheet software for generating human readable expense report, (col. 13, 
lines 45-60); and 

displaying the expense information organized by said computer on a display 
device (receipt scanned by scanner 201 of fig 2a, inputted to computer 202 of fig 2a, 
and displayed on the display monitor 208 of fig 2a, and the scanned transaction receipt 
109, which includes transaction information 107 of fig 2a, inputted to the computer 202, 
for further analysis with a spread sheet software for generating human readable 
expense report, on the display 208 of fig 2a, col. 13, lines 45-60). 

With respect to claim 19, Ching teaches a method, further including a step of 
editing said expense information displayed on said display device using said computer, 
(receipt scanned by scanner 201 of fig 2a, inputted to computer 202 of fig 2a, and 
displayed on the display monitor 208 of fig 2a, and the scanned transaction receipt 109, 
which includes transaction information 107 of fig 2a, inputted to the computer 202, for 
further analysis with a spread sheet software for generating human readable expense 
report, on the display 208 of fig 2a, col. 13, lines 45-60). 
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With respect to claim 20, Ching teaches a method, further including a step of 
organizing each said scan as a separate transaction to enable editing of the expense 
information for each said scan, (scanned transaction receipt 109, which includes 
transaction information 1 07 of fig 2a, inputted to the computer 202, for further analysis 
with a spread sheet software for generating human readable expense report, on the 
display 208 of fig 2a, col. 13, lines 45-60). 

With respect to claim 21 , Ching teaches a method 21 , further including a step of 
automatically categorizing each said scan to enable display of a list of all expenses 
according to categories, (scanned transaction receipt 109, which includes transaction 
information 107 of fig 2a, inputted to the computer 202, for further analysis with a 
spread sheet software for generating human readable expense report, on the display 
208 of fig 2a, col. 13, lines 45-60). 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Negussie Worku whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7472. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore can be reached on 571-272-7437. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




